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Committee
December 28, 2006

Preliminary (and cursory) 
comments on EarthTech 
Draft Traffic Study received 
by the City 12/20 for 
distribution to the Steering 
Committee
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Figure 2-5 
Base Year (2004)
AM Peak Hour
Balanced Traffic Conditions
(Partial view of graphic)

Graphic shows existing 
roadway configuration

Existing Courts, church, houses
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Google maps shows the existing 
conditions by aerial 
photograph. The previous plans 
should reflect actual conditions 
at the intersection of Federal 
and North Streets. (Subtle 
differences of upramp from 
Bridge Street, Federal Street 
curvature in front of church).



Figure 
Build 2016
AM Peak Hour
Balanced Traffic Conditions

(No graphic found)

No graphic found which shows 
future  roadway configuration
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Page  3-2

Verbal description of “Build” 
condition to accommodate 
future traffic needs
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Page  3-2 (Partial text)
No justification for this 
statement is apparent in the 
text. (“...requires the 
elimination of the East 
Ramps...” Furthermore, no 
options for traffic schemes to 
accommodate future traffic 
needs are apparent in the 
report.

6



Page  3-3

Verbal description of “Build” 
condition to accommodate 
future traffic needs
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Page  3-3 (Excerpt)
See graphic “Figure 7” for this 
diagram.
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Figure  No. 3 Existing
Existing 2006 AM Peak Volumes
DCAM/Salem Courthouse
(Partial view of graphic)

This graphic is a diagram 
showing the existing roadway 
configuration in the vicinity of 
the existing courthouse complex
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Figure  No. 7 
Build 2016 AM Peak Volumes
DCAM/Salem Courthouse
(Partial view of graphic)

This graphic is a diagram 
showing the “Build” roadway 
configuration in the vicinity of 
the “new” courthouse complex
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Diagrammatically this seems to 
imply that Federal street has to 
be “bent” northwards to make 
the intersection work. In fact, it 
does not. See Google map 
photo.
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Preliminary (and cursory) comments on EarthTech Draft 
Traffic Study received by the City 12/20 for distribution to 
the Steering Committee:

1. The Federal Street/North Street roadway configuration shown in the 
diagram in Figure No. 7 does not reflect the decision announced at the 
Steering Committee meeting with the architect and DCAM on October 4, 
2006.  At that meeting, Goody Clancy reported that a decision had been 
made by DCAM that would be no change to the corner of Federal Street at 
the intersection with North Street.

2. The existing drawings should be adjusted to reflect accurately the existing 
conditions as shown in the aerial photograph included in the study.

3. There are no drawings showing the roadways with existing buildings or 
parking or new parking facilities.

4. There are no drawings showing the roadways with proposed buildings or 
parking or new parking facilities.

5. There are no options shown for dealing with the future traffic; ie, 
reversing Federal street in front of courts, reconfiguring the Federal
Street North Street intersection, addition of slip ramp, etc.).

6. There is no explanation or justification for the statement on page 3-2 
"...requires the elimination of the East Ramps..".

7.  The report appears on first review to contain traffic information from 
2003, 2005 and 2006.  It is important that traffic data be available that 
shows the impact of the changes to the rotary at Washington and Bridge 
Streets. 


