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Foreword

n May of 1998, chiel executive

serilor highway enginecrs,

I prlaruiers. from 249 wigte departments of ransporiation,
and stakeholders from government, the private secter, and citizens'

orgamizitions from 3% seates met ag the Universioy of Marviland just

§ . Tl
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LT & Course [of
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,acenic and other
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Introduction

osportation coreidor:, whather

3 TRIIC Steeet OF 4 $0enic curs

read, and tranit Farilities,
whether 2 simple bos srop of a
™RjOF train sabon, are fama] oeal
Pt bor cormmuniciss. Tee wisw
them a3 catlyos for amengrhebing
cnmrmanity life necewdciees 3 dhif
wway from the way tranipartaton
has adittonally been copcaiwed. I
this more holisde approach, highaay
Enneers, ransit operannm, waffe
engineers, Tesidenes, nierchane,
propeTty ;wWTISES, iy apencies, plan-
ners, archuters, and devalopers, a
well 3 communiry 215d Gaivh-bosed
orgAnizations, can demonwrae that
through partnerships, ey can brmg
tigether the traditional safeey and
troklity goals of cansposration
agencies and the lvabilioy geals of
coTnmumities,

Concerns about [ivabilieg

are shared by every nype of corm-
trunity — whether 1 subueh, inner
city rmeyhborhood, snaall o, ur
rural area, This bookler splote
howy people in these communitie
are working in partnership with
LHansporatoan AEencies o Creane
Dracspoation systems that enlance
Places — socially, coonomicalby, and
phymically The case studies ampha-.
sdze the direct relationohip between
ca ity einvigordon and
O TN ky-suppoctee seeers. amd
rads This hooklet is 1 companion
to 2 pubdication devoted sperificalby
IO franut propech,

A New Era for Transportatian:
Partnerships Arousd Pince

Afer more than a half cenrury of
arapartatson planning and policy-
traking grared largely oo Gacilitacing
the ufie and efficient mevement of
ameonobile taific, a broader
apprasch 1 eaking hold and gaining
mocnenitii, This placemaking
approach — wametimes called
“eonext-sensitve design” — looks

at the mole mreen and roads can play
Ll ehancing communides, raral
arras, and scenic eovirommen

Roather than just designing moads
W Aoeormunedac moor vehickes,
placemaking aims to balance all the
et Of a stroer — pedesriang,
traogk riders, Mot ise, and kicy-
tlat The facus is not caly upon the
ureet o road iself, buc aleo on hoow
these gyl and mads conmest
the surmunding diswicts and pubilic
1paces aed make these arex maoce
sconomically sable, sate, and ppi-
ductree, The input of trste wha yse
avd experience a place of 2 tegular
basy 1 espential vo the proves,
Moreaver, to wldres thets baader
“quality of lift" goals, ratsportation
aggeneCres and CoOmmuniciss et
work tegerher with an open mind.
pool resources, and share epans.
bility for implemencarion.

Thr ronrcar-scnitive design

these projecs, chis approach reflects
an evolution it the way these
agencies operare. While safety i3 still
the piramounr concers, gew Bed-
bility in soeer design standads is
ernerging thar alleawa che standard
design to be sdjuaesd o Bt i con-
text, while maititaining acceptable
Ieveks of service. Mo lomger e a
“one size B 1™ appmach the only
opton availabile.

As more and imone projects of
this type ars itsiplernented, more is
being learned about what works and
whar obsecbes tised to be overcome.
The cae seudies in this report have
yielded 3 Bw important Lessons:

Working Hollstically
Place—semmitve design cannot be
achieved by just adding 4 fiw pieces
af greet Farniture w3 udeegll, but
by addresaing all atpecty of how 2
Place Fnovioes: inoan imtegeated mway.

Context-sensitive design is 2 collshorative, interdisciplinary
approach, involving afl stakeholders fo0 ensare that
ransportation profects are in harmopy with communities
and preserve snvironmental, scevic, gesthetic, and histovip
resources while maintaining safery and mobifity.

approach is gaiming federal support
and is being promoted by the
Attierican Aoociation of e
Highwsy and Tremportation

Ol iaks (AASHT ) and by an
increasing rumber of state depart=
ments GF temsportagon. Local and
regions] rapspoTation agencied ars
also ibcresmioghy adopting a place-
making approach to soect and road
deign.

The cate studies included in thi
bookler provide tangible examples
of how Hansporation partnerships
are beginnirg to reshRpe America.
For the ugre DOTy involved in

Working Collaborativrely
The apprmuach o plinning 1hould
be collabotative: wafbc engineers,
detign profeseonals, and city
agencie et work together, with
us much awarents of where and
how their int=reyts and goals intex-
sect. While colbbomtive projeots
may ake longet w0 plan, approvab
are aoreamilined beoe the goals
of the project ame elearer, Racilitating
and comuiuhitie see the benelit
to their qualicy of Jifé snd can artic-
ulate theie supposs for the projer.
crtimued on HeRl e




Lake Worth, Florida | Concern Over Soaring Speed Helps
Trigger A Downtown Comeback

he 19000 results dhar were then incorporated in the
Drovwentonan Boedeve-lopiment and

Revitahization Plan. FOROT, working with

Prnth FE:I'II‘I ers L -I\.l. '-l'u il || 15 II J B R | '.'R.I [

'-'\-I.I. is l\.; A TILOAATL € R.".II LEEE o3 -\.I
City of Lake Warth

City Commissian Coammercial vacancies ran 28 high as 5006 Lake Worth planner Gene Mowak and
propect manager Ray Smith, conducted an

L [ N e i T |-||':-|. ITI5 WEeTre ERraImg

Florida Department of and the few pedestrians who ventured
Tfaﬂﬁpl'.lrtarlﬂlr there found a dererior rng o-place. hare
Treasure Coast Regional of enhancements and amenioes, where
Planning Council crossing the street safely was a major chal-
:.'"|'_' [raffi -'i:"-|l- 1 b with ease on Lake

experiment. Uliang only paint, each sreel
was sigmificantly narmowed o pwo lanes

with the third lane striped for parking

W hen accident rates fell by over 44

) Vo - LY LY RN S i
Avenue heading east and Lucerne Avenue during the 5 trial wvear, a heated
discussion ensued vy would they

ERCEAlE Wl BISC .Il"\l'-ll'.' WL s COIE SIRSCls

alloe the newly gined 12 feet of oadway?

5 “":"-:'-\.'-l"' |-.I-; g s 11 hed 55 0 |l|| when a local
“Traffic moves IOy, reenager ceashed into and toraled anothe While the city of Lake Worth and the
bt hew it a down- car 2 it passed through an intersection Ireasure C.oast Counal opted tor wids

! I 1997 iust when the Treasure Coast stdewalks, [0=foot Lanes, and parking an

foirm, mod a ||.'|'-,{|'.'I|=..'}'. 3 B erional Planning Council wound up a both sides of the sreets, FINOT emph
Gene Mowsk. ity Planner Lale Wt ceranmboms commumiey sized bake lanes and keepang wader traffi
Lake Warth, Flarda planning charrette, the Florida Diepars lanes

ment of Tramsportation (FLHOT) ininared Worskang together for almost a year,
Aiseusgings with the sty on the s the partners shaped a “win=win™ compn
safety wswe. The chareetie’s resulis shoved mise, Both Lake and Lucerne Avenues gos
public preference for more pedestrian warrower lames, parallel parking. decornve

U TR T Tt space, reduced speeds, and more parking lygrht fixtures, planters, paver=block sids

";""'I""-'- '-"""'I'-'-' i e B Tl o T e s walks and crosnwalks, henches, trash
=i LR T P e [

(2]

Liks Wi

#afn: [ame Momalks



Ntk

FLACHD dested frowe v Tares

il aivirk e ".'|l.|'|_-'~ ol i

derideni "l"_.'. 11 By aer 4%

conraimers, and other AMSnss m
":---l.l".-.' in Lake Worth now™ colors
Baoth streets also rece ved G5-foor
orner “bumponts” that shorten

strest crossings bor pedesirians and

EEPVE 28 convement stops for the
counry bus and the “Lolly the
Tralley™

i ] .I\.'.‘Il'.': [ LUCET

||.:|I.I'||'\-\. A w ;.':‘-:_-:I_“hl |'\.|l::'
L ."'I.'\l\.'l.'lllll\.'I
'.Illl\.'ll
Oy a5 | ,\.J_ AviEriLe

1 adjacent sfrear. Lake Avenus,
Lake Worth's bonatfide *“Main

Street,” recerved widened sidewalks

LATNE 'O

ol I..I H ] l\.'_'\.l.l'l\.llll'll 1T WHS

including two blocks of 21-fo
sidewalks at 3 point where a broad-

Il""."'l\.'ll cralg |.=l'.' |.'i||||_l._|_|,_ ||q,'\|'\.'h.'.

-..._,_

tor more pedestrian space.

[Chusi g COMSIFOCILIO, the Ay
reached out to merchants o apprise L
rhemn

tem of progress and help them

Bl aLCess [0 &0 OTIGIMIC G8ve

HPTTIETAL
Erant fumds. At the same time o JEErACE
I.ll\.'l.ll"'ll\.' te» the new dowar Loven, an

4 I - VETIRDED O L I"'.' .i L RLLIE 'h- |;"|| |\.'.I. b
held ek
IR o Il\.:u.'\. ntom. MMy T/

tirst and third Fridavs every
tradition, the
events feature live music and sidewalk
vietidors, while manvy stores stay open late.
Lnce construction was completed in
908, existing businesses began sprucing
W, W Wile few ones ik pestanrranes retail-
erd, and art galleries moved in, and con-

nae to do so, Wa LICIES 10wy are practl

cally mil, or as Liene Mowak puts 1, o d

ke hard |‘-I'-"-'"='l.| to find 1,201} siquare teet
1Ee 3

LLl &3FE '.'I.Il'l' Iradfic |.|_'-:'|ll ITICV s I.".".'.'IJ'.I

20 miph, and accidents have been cut in

II.I|| | III'\- ALLFALCEINE, | LEg: '\-'5:"“||.||"||:|
|l| wee 1 filled with residents and v 1550
CRULITEEE AL thie MEW |_|.,_|_|_|q,:.;|- |_||;l-\._ -c-.-.-_-l'\.i".._-_
“sehimoonng” and strolling both day and
night [since businesses stay open late)

As an indu atton of the success II'.'I'I."H.:'

-.||.|||;-:|'-. m A ity of soamee M dHH

endance ar the annual downtown ShFeed

painting festival has excesded 100,000 in
the PAEL WO YEaTs | Fonarmitoreria property
values were up £10 million in 1999 aver
1015 from the previous Vel

I'he lasr phase of Improvements, the
reconstruction of State Foad 3 and 115
Flighway 1, and construction of 2 round
15 a trati

abowt that will sern calming

gateway to Lake Worth’s center, are now
nearing completion, FIMOT is already
pomting to the completed improvements
as an example of how transporation can
help build livable communices. Rick
Chesser, Secretary of FDOT District 4
and a staunch supporter of the Lake
Worth project, walks abour 3 new climate
evolving at FDOT i which roadways
dont aberays meed g0 be “inter SLaLe
designs.” He's been giving presentations
-.I-.r-x-."n;: the importance of ctor g
coamumunities into the stace Ry
cesign process. "Finally chere’s recogni
aon, he says “that FDOT standards have
a range that can be adapted o community

needs.)

“HWe don't want our roadways o be scars
|.|'J flll't'l.r' COMTHTHRIIES, ”| (TSR |'|'.'.-_||| I
blend in with their '.'.'Ir'l||I|'I|'|'|'-I.r-"-.,'.'-' amd act

as commnnity members, "

i v 'H » -

% IR ddspewrers, e,
: i i
thir smrminies haw hrlped

Produge & placy thal selcomes

Contacts

ene Mowak, City Planner
Ray Smith, Projects Manager
City of Lake Worth, Florida
(561) 586-1687

Rick Chisser, Secretary,
District 5

Flonda Department of
Transportation

WB54] Fr7-§110

Lakg Wosa

Metn: (e ey of



Springdale, Utah

Project Partners
Towen of Springdale
Mational Park Service

Zion Matural History
Assaciatian

Utah DOT

[
Marforal Park
iy ,\_.'.". Fiig "‘CI' ngdalr, Llraly, amd

iFcsrsd I I ks viatdors cewder

Contact

Glen Hill, Town Manager
Springdale, Utah

(435) 772-3434

What's Good For a Park
is Good for a Town, Too

urrounded on three sides by Lion

Mational Park, the rown of

Spr ||'!;.1.'|::' Urah has long served as
the ganeaay commumity ot the park’s vis-
itoes. State Poowte 9, which hnks directly
to the park, is ‘*-'~pr||1i,'_||.|'||"- Mellaami SLFeet,
and over 73% of the town's businesses
provide services fo park patrons such as

lewdging, restanrants, retail, and parking

faciticies. However, with almost three

million visitors every year, by the sarly
19490%, mathic congestion and illegal park
ing were taking their woll on the park and
105 Eateway bovwn.

In 1995, the Mational Park Service
recommended a mandatory shurtle system
to franspert visitors o Zion's innes
camyon, They held public meetings in the
surrounding communities, Springdale
residents, led by Mayer Phillip Bimstein,
suggested that the park extend the shustle
system ings towwn, Park visitors could be
encouraged to leave their cars in
Springdale and take a free shuwle servace
to the park; reducing taffic and, at the
samie time, allowing visitors o exploTe
the tonam

o’ Fark Serer

ol P ey Wy

Fheda

Zion MNational Park Superintendent
Don Falvey was receptive (o the idea and
gathered together a ten-member
Springdale-Zion Lson Commitmee
The group parmered with the Zion
Matural History Assoctatton and the Urah
| lepartment of Transportation, who L
||-,| _||'.|||i-_':‘| OT '|_-.1|_'r.|! |I|¥|I'.‘l..|'. Funds.

The heart of the project s the free
shuttle bus system that runs through

towwn, picks-up and drops off passenges

parking facilites, hotels and major areas,
and ends ar 2 new visitor center located
within Zion Matonal Park, Yisiwors are
directed to the clean, propane-poweresd
shuttle service through posted signs in and
arcundd Springdale as well as through a
special radio station with park informa
mon that s promoted o visitors along the
roadways, Springdale supplics abour 1,028
toeeen for vasator parking.
Encourged by UTDMITS flexible,
context sensitive desagn program, Route %
waas narroeaed froam 407 e 327 ar fowur loca

'\.l,'l.u =5 10

rions, where pedestrian crossings and bus
sheleers that match those in the park were
installed, The madbed, curbs, and side
walks werse cobored red to minimize the
visual impact on the natural landscape,
and o creare A seamless experience tor
wvisitors traveling through town into dhe
park. “We are domng whatever we can o
marry the park and wwn together,” said
_"-.-|_.|:.-_|| Humistemn

In the shuttle’s first week of opera
tion, residenss of Springdale were seen
using it for daily ercands, to go w church,
and, of coumse, to viat the park. The shut-
de’s bike racks are especially conveniens
fior them, a5 thev can ride the bus oo the
end of the line and bike home, Reports
from the park are alio encouraging. “The
first might the road was closed oo car traf
fic, we spotted a mountain lion,” said Tom
Haraden, Asistant Chiel Mariralise, Zion
Mational Park, "We haven't see mountain
lions in dhis part of the canyon for years,

“The chanpes have improved the quality of life for the residents

fif fomir, ana the r'.'alr:lr'rr'.:'m'e'_|'-c1.l' s Ifars, u

Phillip Bimstein, Mayor of Springdole



Urban Streets

and Neighborhoods

Ulrthan stre altho LI '| thi ¥ oexist ir a '..II';"_-.'I context, can also he
..].|II. streets, In cinies, thev ser 5 e ] |:|_-1:‘-_|'_|.|-.||||::-|'-|_1 commercial
districts, but when .-.I'II'IITII':-I'.'.'.I_|: COrred L'.'-., I||:':. prertorm the same

role as any o her Main Sereet — as centers of « omrmunity life,

where local ;"l.'-.:r|:: come o shop, do errands, et Tl"l:_'_-'.'r]'r:'l_ il

enjoy leisure time. And like other Main Streets, these urban
cousins need to be geared to serve the business and residential
needs of their communities: by accommodating traffic ver keeping
it moving slowly ene wgh o give _|'l-.'.|:'-lr tans the comfore and
safery that they need to get around; by providing adequate parking,

but also offering other travel o s and by offering amenities

and enhancements that make people feel “at home!”

.




Portland, Oregon

Project Partners
Partland Office of
Transpartation

onar

Portland Developrient
Commission

fetra

Tri-Met

“MNow it will be much

eagier to do these (ypes

of projects — we can

j point to this. I think ir

| grearly improved

l QDOT s reputation in
the commuinity. ™

1 -
— Dan Layden,

Oregen Q0T

A Boulevard's Broken Dreams are Mended

v the dme Portland, e !'_:-:l"

|__.:|iq_-|| .ap.l_'|_|_||_' |_:l:'| ame barian

Luther King |r. Boulevand in the
Late 1980k, it was in had -"|.||'-| Uhnce a
'_|'\;r|l. 1FLE ||“|_| il | I|_.|| s iness .II||.| CLHI-
ITHLIELIEY |_|;_' the strest I'.'||| .:'\l:'l\.'ll TECLE
structed in che :'.|T|'\_-. 1970 wath ne park
i|.!;_ a new 1i-foot-wade median and four
travel lanes, creating an expanse that
(SR :||_||.|:.l_|_':‘| F'-'\.I '\-__:'l'.‘l IT. .|i|l\.' .I':il Lo .|Il\.'i.|
HEVE R I"'l_'q_;;.':"\.:| 11715 | he !II-:'lI..l:I. W I|.!I K IIII\.I
q,-__L ITeds ||||_| shamdant ErEencry, mdy

Tawe b i-r:'1r:'-'|_'.' up the sermmmng 1= bawin

||_:-_ .|._-\. |_;,|_|||_'\l|.\_|| |:;|_| that 1t |l|l\.l| M.'..I .I'.l.'II'.
from crossing the street and broke up the
community. Along the 3.5 miles where
the boulevard travels through the six adja-
cenl ||-_--!_-|'|'_m|'|'u:-.'u'|- of the nner city's
Albina commuamity a racially mixed
area, with a large Almcan-Amernican
|'\.||':'\-|_||_I_I|-\.|||_ 15 well as Asaans, Latinios, lIII\.I
Roussians

that the street had been rebult 1o rash

i COIminmdaan I'\II. T l\.'l".ll.:ll L L]

white commuters through, What's imore,
withour comveneni ':'~'.r'|-.|'.:|'_ o fuall pedes
rian aocess, local basaness had begun to
[ade aamav

When € Tr:';{\ll Crowernor |ohin
Kitzhaber appeared at a local ewent in
1006 |

ommunity members o ||lll.||l.'-.i his

Moda, frmden Finomgu

attention and asked tor help o restoring
the street’s neighborly, business-friendly,

'-;|";| EiE III_'_'lI_"-\.|||.||'-| -_;_l..l'l':\. | ||-\. ELWED LI
asabgned his Community Selutions Team

(Meaders of several state 2 raesh Gy QOREn

i."|' 1 ||-_'||||'|'_-\.I_:'__I|.|II |'\'I|!_||.'.I .I.:|||I'\.".'\-.II:.'\,
||-_:-||| :-:||_'-_'I_'u__-_|_||_' I||'|'\"I U T ] ] .I1'|| '.'-ll\.'-
elog t. In tarm, the team created a
Martin Luther King Action Comunuties
Jopment and testing of

weloprnes

oversee Lhe dews

':'\-|'_|-'_ IMPRORE e L '|T:':_':|"I'| | 2e |'\':I'|III'\.'II|.
of Tramsportation (ODOT) set up a five
|||-_|. _-.\, CEDBETIMNENE. | .|:Ili'-|| ey PEITICAVITIS]

the heavily-planted median, adding park
I & ':=:|I_:| -\.E.jl_"-\. | '_|'|_' 1||\'I"._.||'.|I JLal
gt TR R _|_|_' L% .\__ |||||'-| | s |"-.|'--'r|::|:':|:
became a point of reference for a vision
g PrisCess, |-_'|_| '\. :|'||_' Portlan I||..| & ol
lransportation in partnership with
ODOT, ehe Porcland | revelopment
Caommission, and the Metro megnonal
II.___|||_|||!_: ALY, O [EANESICET I r:|.' ..'.“|..I'
vard into a street that truby supported the
COTTILRITY

[wio committees were formed to help
develop the vision. The Project Advisory
Committee made up of neighborhood
AR CIaoas. I_Il_l"-\.l:':"‘-\."-\.:"‘-_ .II'||| property O%-
et and a Technical -'l.||'.'|'--:'-r:. Lommatiee
vl T presentaiives mom the state and city
¥ T, the transit agency, wrban forestey
the |'||.||'|'1i“!_l| :‘h"|'\-.'|rr|1'u nt and other
Pordand bureaus. Public input was activels
-\.I_I.I!_'||||_ 1 I|'|"\.'\'II:,'_:: Arfca COLrs :II'.-\.'I'.i'\."-'\-"\-.
focus groups, open houses, workshops and
pven interctive display boards. The proce-

il

ealed that in a study arca of vary
ing netghborhoods residential, com-
mercial, ght industeial, affluent, modest,
and muliz-ethric one solution for the
sereet would noc fic all needs.

In response, the plan provided for
several different options, The most exten
sive change boktered commercial nodes
oy ||_"H.|;I:'_||:_'L L | B e i'-il K1ME T |'|I'||'|
sides, narrowing mraffic lanes down 1o ten
feer, and |u,|||_'.|||!_- a “mani-miedian™ whose
four fieet would provide refuge for pedes-
trians apid space for p|.|nr'nir~ A second
.\.:-|1|i;|:| FELALTLS '_l'l; '.l.|||-c'l (Rl iENRLY '.'\.".I.II

their mature trees and greemery i resi

T e . 4 - e 1 - 1
With an-stocel parkiveg restored and the sireer avcessible 1o walbers,

mei bacimeeses, and meiphbors, foaey been e




l.i.'::ll.ll areas where T-OER l,ll_'.||,'_|_' |_||-_'||_'_'_'_'-,|

this enhancement. Since these same
ressclents also wanted o cross the streel
ETHANE € .|'\-'.|"._ e I:-n;._-rl':. ||II_'.||__||'H. ||_|'.';,'
been apened up at every traffic signal for
safer pedestrian crossing, The original
CRAPECIMIETIEAL AT W b I||-_' '||'_'|_||_|:: L1 L]
mernoved as been temporarily retxined
1t weas chthouln 1o convintee soine O
engineers about these changes,”™ savs Mat
Proswn, of Portlands Othice of
Iransportation, especially siace OO
ot (e igm standards are soricter than the
rangte of design guidelines i the AASH
T Greenbonk, generally accepred as the
' |:I|:.|'I. |I'.'\-\.:.:|I' |'|'_|_"'|1l.'-\._|:.' I_|'I:_'|'|_'|_'|'H._
However, Grace Crunican, the new sate
|4 .II'\1'|'\'|!TT.I._II"\'I'| SITECIOT WAS, a0y .'\-|-_|'_||_.,-_ (]
AT Lran Lavden, willing o use the
mamiamm AASHTO guidelines instead of
the stricter state standards, and sought and
el :".'ll.'ll | |||:".:!_|I| -;,'_'\-_l_'|'_:|_'|l__||:_ [OT [He |
ments that needed it “The governods
help was also valuable in giving chis
project priority, added Lavden.

|-!'|' |'l| 1] .||'\--\.'l called fos |'\-:|||_'| !'\-;,'u_i'_'l.
traan and transit-fmendly ways o shape
e street, 104 ETs A1 '!_| WldiEned -\._|_||_'l.l._|'_|\.,-\._
CUrD CXICTISI0nNS D 'h.|'||'\-r'-'|'| CROSSaN g,
curbside bus stop sives, bus shelters, and
COMNCrele T -'r||'-.-|l TR, II:-\.\.'H. Lo __|-_'||_
drivers to |'-.'||---=r" an areas. In addition,

oroamental hghang, decoragve paving,

T "'-.'||'.:|'|'|r Hresh freds WeTe |".\,'_|_||_i'_'-_| ]

add visual chamcter o the residential and

commeercial areas _,|| T :Ijl_‘ kL H R _"'u. |'\-_||_ il

the effort, high school students desigmed

speecnal gres ETates

“Ohriginally there was fear of increased
accidents, traffic congestion, and .'r'r_r,!';'fi'
diverting infe the neighborhoods.

It never happened.”

— Aredre Baugh,
Portland Offfce af Transportahion

all add up e g more pedestrian fRendly enrrnment,

Tor darie, a halt-mile
of mnprovements have
been completed, and
Martin Luther King Jr
Boulevard 15 on igs way
tix becoming a true
cresdit o 1t namezake
]..!Il\.':' CLHELTIETC 1A

neighborhoods have

been completely
I\.'IIII\.'\I.II\.'II\. .I and as I|||_'
street has become more
i l\."\.'\-.lll:' L] '-\.'|.i|h.|_'|"\._
new businesses have
opened up, and neigh-
I.'l\.'\ll"\ Are mELyLT |I||Ii_' B
shaop, stop for cotfee,

amd mreet and grect
(== Tl )’ l::|'||.'l. Several &y
resEneraTits I'.'l'-'h.' maevved

in, and the area has
berame a '.'-.-|'.:|.|| nlace

e dine, Both for locals

and other Portlanders

Pt Krislen Flamsgpar

Caoncurrent community developiment

activittes have preduced hundreds of new
I > E Cantacts:

Dan Layden, Senior

Iransparation Planner

Oregon DOT

(503) 731-8565

housing units and rehabilicancn of exas
ing sites. Properey values are up on what
s now 2 much more locally-oriented
strect, where residents have helped pluo
soamie of the fnew trees, and banners fly
during neighbarhood events or special
halidays, People say they are del ghred Andre Baugh
Project Manager,
MLE Ir. Boulswand

that rraffic is moeving more slowly and thar
their area of the boulevard 15 acung much

miane like a main wreet and neighbarhood
again. & new |'.l:||' rail line 15 scheduled oo

open nearby i 20602,

Portland Office of
Transportation
503 B23-7530
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Somerville,
Massachusetts

Project Partners
Massachusetts Bay
Transpartation Awthorty
City of Somerville

Davis Square Task Force
Massachusetts Highways
Department

birinerrer have

¢ sirong physical

onreciions Had link mransig
[ | i I
Lagiliries o the main shopping creet

R T 1 T

Thi feears pof Diaids "|_l'I| i

1
.I'.'- [ o

1
THANEE sy & o
L

Contact

Office of Housing and
Cammiunity Develapment
somerville City Hall
(617) H25-B6O0
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It’s Hip To Be In Davis Square

nee a griny, down-at-the-heels

nterscction, Davis Sguare s now 2

vibrant nightspot and popular

shopping districe, Mew restauranes and
nightclubs attract 2 young crowed froam all
over the Boston area to what i5 halled as
an alternative wo Harvand Square in
Cambridge. There are also many new
protessional offices and netghborhood
orented services, and property values are
climbing sreadily. How did Davis Sguare
andergo this radical
manstormanon? By
leveraging opportunt
ries through trans-
POFLACION partnersiips,

['he heart ol
|-|.|'\I\.'|‘c {‘1'\.,|||,|||' i'\.
complex six-point
intersecrion through
wihich several freighi
trains once ran ¢ach
aay, Bercing traffic 1o
back up for long
pericds of tome. In
1976, to help resolve the safety and
mokbality isues at this intersection, the city
.llll'.l\.l!:'l\.l. streess Loy Ok '.!..I:...ll'll.l '\-\.I"'l'\l||
fed tratfic signals. This led vo Ave vears of
fase srwving trathic, a dangerous environ
1reaal dour E"':'I\.I:"\-'.! Li0s, Arlcs An eCoTrcanic |||..
stagnant neighborhood,

[sv 1082 a |1:|'I:|."-:'||.— hetoeen the
CAlY, sLale, .'.';.:u.:-l:.l'.. i cormrmunmiy plan

THNES, ErLFIps II'\-I\.'I.I '.I'll\.' comnstruciion of &

e s SLy i
dawis Souare as
lewer AEC TD Nk the
reathic prohlems
The city changed
the whaole look of
1415 'H..'|II.||:; |'\l:. Tl
STUCCINE a seTies of
'_.'1.'l.|\'.'1|.L-_II oriented
SITCEISCaPe and
andscape improve-
me
nEw paving ho

crosswalks and side-

IS, I

walks, pedestrian
islands, and central
islands, all of which
serve 1o channel
and calm the movement of cars wathun
neersectinns and enhance pedeserian
CaApacinyg « irculacion, and salemy

The city of Somerville redeveloped
and land scaped the railrosd righr-of-way
through avis Square a5 a linear park and
bicycle/pedestrian pathway that connects
ro the 1 3-mile Minureman Trail. In 1994
the Massachuseos Highways Deparmment

Tl

ped a porion of i riglt-of-way,
a% a hike parh as weell; Mas Highways
.-|l;__'r.n|-.-|l this SEFITIETIE with new i__u'|in:_-
to facthtate mighttime riding and friendlies
fencing, with parcels along the bike path
FIVETD L .|||.|.|| st residenits wha h B S0
up A SErles ol communir F.|I|i:;.h. .|I.|||._-h
the rouate

Impacts
Froperty ||-.-'.-.-|-'-|'-|||-.-||' has repopnded

1rscductg 1 staretront and tacade

ITMYPIRVETS Tang |'-n::,:r.|:|| II'I.I' 1%

ttracting new basinesses, and the

restoratton of a hastoric theater;

A portion of the square was designat
ed a8 an urban renewal district and

has since been developed as a 100,000

sqquiane foost o - andd retanl complex,
including public open space and
parking:

[he former feeight ighe-of-way has
become a central square, wied by
residents, SNOPHRCES, CHETC 1, WaLEng
bus PAsECIECES. and 18 the sive fos

several annal OFFITNLIFEY &% RS,






Towson, Maryland

Project Partners
Maryland State Highway
Administratian's
Offices of Highway
Development
Traffic Engineering
Support Section
Systems Planning and
Evaluation
Cammunity Liaisan Odfice
Baltimore County
Department of
Public Works

Towson Business
Assaciation

BHedowr the ronmdabonr was bnid,
e garensry f Towson
domnimatnd by cars ussining in
Lo limes ot meaffic [iphs,
Moo Marplang Sfale Mg ey
A et s

an1

the MEFAS

« panly Wik,

ts fu heem
rhare, thouph
ested area as

peviods, this

Haralled |'|Ir""|;'."'l!|
1
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[ hairi
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fir hanalles mear

Planners Take a Roundabout Approach to

Downtown Revitalization

t was standing room only by the win-

dowes of Souris’ Bar that chilly

February mormng in 1998 when the
Maryland State Highway Administation
IMSHAY urvetled s first urban round
about in Towson, Marviand, As resadenes
af Towson looked out of their store win-
dowrs and homes that morning, police
purded commuters around a neat line of

cones, harrels, and “yield™ sagns that

formed an oblong-shaped, temporary
trafhc circle where a bunch of sgnals and
mand-numbing congestion had grected
them only days before, By the tme the
experiment was over, and construction
was completed i October the same year,
maotorists and pedestrians had learmed
their way amund, and merchants and
shoppers had come to love the new
traffic=calming feature

In 1994, after a series of other
design attempts had failed, the
PMSHA proposed installing a round
about at the complex meeting point
of five roads that forms the center of
the hstoric county seat. Baltimore
County officials hked the plan too,
as they recognized the opporounicy
to continue their streelscape revital
ization efforts in a town with a will-
ing partner. However, the counry

“When you have an unusual
problem, you have io find an
interesting solution, and I think
that’s what we have here”

Hay Heil,
Balrfsaare Cpcany Depatment aff Publs Warks

sripilated thar che streemscape program
would mor go ahead unless at least two-
thirds af local property owners agreed

to upgrade the tacades of ther
buildings or pay an assessment. In the end

either

.;1||I_.:| |||-_' 5 .|_|':.‘|.||"'- N1 ||'||‘| xrll':'r'\.-'.'ll"'."' |""!'-\.'||-
ects moved ahead and were built as one.
“lr was logical thar dhings would come
|||:_'|_':|||_'| il Ofd E'\-|'|'I o1 .'|. | sCATIHE AT the
samme point in time,” commented Py
Heeil, strecscape program manager bor the
Baltimaore County Department of Poblic
1'4‘{‘!.“"‘-\."'\-.
The project costs totaled $4.25 millios
Raltimore Counry has .|.l_||':'.‘| to IAITEANN
boch the soreetscape enhancements and
landscaping in the roundaboui

In terms of eoonamic l.'i.|"\-i||r:.' tor
surrounding businesses, “the roundabout s
A ||:|_'-\..|'.-'_'|_" Y I"'hl_l'\-\.-ll 1 141 |:|'..I||-\.|_ ERSC1-
tive direcoor of the Towson Business

Fiuaio: Mocdhind Shafe Highaoy i




Auociation, “The car are not hacked up
in frone of the businesses. Its cleaner and
gquieter,” Dilonarda, who saw it a5 her
role to ensure that business nesds were
comtinuonsly comveyed o BMSHA .1|_|r|_-|!_||
the building of the roundabowt and other
improvements, was indispemsable 1o the
project. As a resule of her efforts, MSHA
assigmied a staff member to work on-site
'|.'|.'||I| 1:I'.I.'r.'l!.=.ll'.'\1 (18] -.l_:]'..'|_' |_1||_:-|:||._'|||l. du'r'.ng
the entite process. MSHA and the Towson
DBusiness Awociation also conducted the
public education component of the proj
0L — VEIhmgE senior cenierd, schools, and
shoppang malls, and running COMTETITILY
meeting together

Impacts

&) Traffic ba kups along York Fooad have
disappeared, which has improved the
environment for pedestrians and busi-
neses. For example, businesses from
ather pires of Terarson are reloc ating
o the “downtown® around the
roundabout because the foot wraffic is
bemer, even at the expense of dedicat-

ed on-site parking lots.
Y
A the same time the roundabout was

being planned, a developer Ginally
purchased the long vacant Hursler’s
department store, which occupies an
entire quadrant adjacent o the
roundabout and the enmance o the
towvn center. " The streetscape amd
roundabout projects were critical to
making this redevelopment happen,”
sakd developer David Rhodes, “and o
attracring Barnes and MNoble, wha

took the corner site that anchored the

whole project for us”
~

' There has been a considerable reduc-

fon in accident severity at the sine,

Lo

=

e

|
inte the orcle, wfily s

e

siniee the roundabout lowers "?""'I
and most acadents are low damage,
.|l.n'.l.:||.|'.||¥ to Bob Douglass, I'fl.:-rr_:r:.-
Chief Enganeer, MSHA.

Although top speeds in the circle
rarcly exceed 22 mph (a5 reported by
the palice department), the round
about i handhng abour 400 more
cars per peak hour than it did before.
[n fact, wraffic moves so smoothly that
businesses are awking for added on
strect parking, and other wavs to slow
vehicles on ther approach, now dhat
1t 15 baster wo go through town than
bypass it.

“There’s no question that this was a high risk, experimental project.

We keep tweaking the roundaboni — moving sipns, checking it out

EIREry tireel to see howr it's ellllfJI_!,:. e cotld haive |r.-;u'|r,;:|u.l|_'|4I ,r||“- _|',;1_|”-.|,'

eren more, but we're going to keep inventing new things, ™

—Reber Douglass

Depuly Chlef Engineer, Highway Development, Marplond Shate Highwoy Administralion

Haitimer .I'"h"_l Pauidic ks '-'h!l'.'l:l.l'll'j"llu'n'.' exireded the amenitier amd |,||||||'.“"|-.-||H
3 hr rourdabon weitand fire the conder of touw, udrere |

{ reneuvd food il e foond erimesses

Contacts

Susan K. Dilonardo

Towson Business Association
(410) Ba5-1144

Rober D, Douglass, PE.
Deputy Chief Engineer,
Highway Development
Maryland State Highway
Administration

10} 545-8588
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Lexington, Kentucky | A Highway Fit for the National Register

Project Partners

Commonaealth of
Kentucky,

Transportation Cabinet
Bluegrass Tomorrow
Lexington-Fayette County
Urban County Gowvernmaeni
City of Parls

Bourbon County

Federal Highway
Administration

i Ldenieg

Paris Pike srailed rhe propecr for

18

0 ordinary tec-lane highway, Pars
Pake s che tree-lined “main wreet’
of Kentuckys I'Il-l'!ll.l'\-\.'\- III\.II 5E
country, Flanked by pristine thersaghlbred
race horse farms with hand crafied stone
walls and fences, and rolling felds, the
pll:-.-_ alen kmiown as the | exington K macl,
15 actually ""I'i.-"l: & for the Mabonal
Fegister of Histone Places, Soom 1979
whien plans were ||:".'.".'|r-.'|| to widen a
1 2-muile stretch of the state road connect
ing L Kington and Pares property mameTs
and preservation advocates filed an
:||__I_I_';,'_||'\-|| .|__lh.|l WL I0s COENSErLLCEAan,

What began as a battle between the
srate | T, PrOperty owners arndd historee
FTR AL e |'.|'\- |;_'\.|_|=I;,'|! — M1 Sears IALer —
in a new Paris Pike that enhances the
E satery
_||||_| .\_.|'__'_..\_ Ly, | NS WIS Ot a1 &35y :_'l.ll SRR,

r:_';_- 1080 Wil | I 5l !_r|l'|' bicant |-\. an I':'\II'I WIN

and it iz remarkable to many of the ey
stakeholders that 1t has
Evell ||.|'__'|'\l;,'|'|_'-\.'. |||_
legacy of the road can
O SECM 10 A0S IOTOEcve
L Lt D |:II:_ FLLA] Lo |!II!'-:|"-
tanche, 10 & new Commm
nipy-oriented process that
the Kenmcky [T
which 5 |'-|:|:||'I.I||'!. named
the Kentucky
Transportarion ahinet

15 nonw uithzing on
Y l.||_| |'\II|:_||'. iz elsewhere
in the state

Once a slespy coun

Ty r.|.|||_ Pares |".l:|' I'I.I';
seen it trafhic volumes
steadily increass o about
12,0000 cars per day., lts
two lanes were prctur
esijue lpaut ||.||'.|__'|'|.|l.|~.. aricl
there were '-r\-.'||'.|:".'r ACCT

dents and tatalities on the

“The more time you

Phalp: Christve dosog

raad. “Safety was the number ane oon
cern,” one resident active in the project
reported, It was the ane thing everyone
could agree on” What stakeholders could
ML agmes on was whtat o do about it
Lack af trust was an impartant hundle
to overcome, For example, opponents of
I,||r_' I l_.|_| l.-\.'.\,||_-I|'I|; ad not beheve the
state’s trathic counts, “They just didn's
want the traffic to be there,” sad Henry

Alexander a resident whe 15 sometn

called the “lord mavar aof Paris Pike" and
played a key role in the injunction and
the ultimate sevtlement. Iv was Alexander
'.'H.-|.I Calne g WION AN K81 To Dre 1k the
stalemane: get the community to take the
counts, For eight hours a day bor six days,
:||,|'_'.|||-:'||:-\. .'|'|-_". |'|"-'||'||"~|'||_'|'|r‘= sat side-by-side
counting, and ultimately affitming the
state’s numbers,

After a year long peocess, parmmers
wapried our a unigue "Memorandum o
Understanding” between all the partics
that supported the roads widening, bur ser
forch ground rules for s basic design fea
twres, the public design process, and the
role of the sk force selected to guide the
process, A lndscape archivect would
develog the design with the assistance o
in engineer experienced in scenic roads
[he public was to be involved "o the
maximiin practical extent.” The settle-
ment litted the injunction, and is tme
liness was reinforced the next day whes
there was another farality on Paris Pike.

The design process, which began in
194, involved an extensive analysis of the
landscape and cultural resources along the
road with an equally extensive publi
participation process, complens with
mectings, newsletters, bus

ewen hay rides around farms so property

CCHAEs A '.\_1

ewmeers and interested people conld see

for themselves the details of what needed

spend in planning and people

J.i'rlilllrl:”|.';IIII|I]!1."'. the less time it takes on the other end.”

lean Sonh,

former dvrecier o Blaegrass Tomomow
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Calabasas, California

Partners

California Department of
Transportation

City of Calabasas
Transportation Dept,
Los Angeles MTA,

S Economic Development
Administration

i Towm Calabans 5 0 “pmictnre

I'I.'\-..'..;.I [
aitrievrd i) y afficials,
lacal o el i
palities wwonkng in partnenip o

FERLTE OO AR,

Coirtesy of Ty of Colabases, CA

Contacts

Robert Yalda
Transpartation Dinecior
City of Calabasas
Transpariation Departmant
LH1H) B7E-£22¢
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Traffic Relief Measures Give Old Town a New Look

he city of Calabasas, a suburh of Los
Angeles in the San Fernando Valley,
needed o reduce the nnpact ol
traffic apillover from the often-congested
Venmra Freeway Ve liE ] the one-mile long
hain Street of dhis historie “O0)d West"
settlement toam while improving pedes-
trian and bicycle safery, and ransic service
I||n:-|.|:?;'.': the area. Through extensive com-
munity cooperation, the ciry developed
anil i|1'.rl||'1.'|:".:||.'-:i. the Oild Town Calabasas
Fenad |||||:'|:l-.'n.'|||-\.'||‘. Project, which
included lexible desdgn standards for
TPy i1:|'I Capac iy "'I":'“t: the section of
Calabasas Booad that passes through O1d
lvarn
The '|1r\-.::i-.-| t included extensive tree

E:I.I:Illl'lk: Ly reac IZI Elee ImaxarLgg :|-I!.:l'|'|'|.'!.|.

m an ||.F-I\|I|| I||-:'-rl:|1|.::h'|-.4n.', .:i] FTI."H:'."r'.-IJi‘i'\III

of exisung oak trees; the incorporaton of
boardwalks, bollards, and lighting inte the
roadway design, and cobblestoned pedes
Eraafn LISSRILLES, I.lli.'\l-l.ll.' I-JIIL"'\- |I.':-\.1 I.:'||'|
ournour bays; free molley service berween
thie Cd Toramn on att-site parking tacilites
to reduce shopping mips by car; and a

25 mph speed limitagon. Road width
increases to create two lanes for eastbound

traffic was tacilivated |'|:. the donation

Courieny of (o of falkbatdd, LB

o

winfores e ded

el Illlll'uJ i Calahaney Rosd

il ."'I||I'|

I,'u:. Property owWieTs to the city of

the agdditional n|;|1'.--.'|r'-'..'.'.|'-.' recquired
A x:_".'-::'1-p|'|.|~.|_-|! construction schedule
rmuinimized LIPact Up=0n @XISEng
bamsinesses and property oameTs

Impacts

Completed i 1998, and funded by the
Liws -".T.Ign"n'ﬂ r'.-’l-:'r.'v:'-pnz'llr'.n ITanse
Authority, the state department of trans
portanon (CALTRANS), and the US
Economiac I]-!".'-!'l:'up'.'n"ll Admimstranon,
the project has mcreased transit ridership
due o improved schedule reliabahity,
reduced raffie accidents, and enhanced
pedestrian safety. The new strect enviroa-
ment encourages shopping and tourism,
while the trees provide shade, prevent soil
ervsion, and mitgate against noise and
dhast. Congestion cansed by through tratfic
has been replaced by increased wisits to
local destinations, such a8 the farmers
mwarket, restanrants, and a quarterly Art
Show, all of which have led o increased
ceonomic benefit and the arraction of
new businesses o the area.



Harts Pikee, Leximgion, Kentik

Scenic

Roads

sense of place s not confined to small towns and neighborhoods
in urban areas. However rural areas, especially those with special
scenic and historic qualities, face design issues that are very dit
ferent from those of commercial and residennal disrrices, A road
that respects the contours and characreristics of the land, rather
than an inflexible solution thar bulldozes out uniqueness. supports
both the natural and built-up areas that flank a road. In chis way, a
state moad can enhance the EXPETIENCES ol ;|||'.|||!_: ard ||l."_1|_.'_ ||-_|||5-
it, while preserving a sense of place, With careful attenton o
design, safety goals can be achieved without sacribicing a road's
compatibility with the natural environment
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Lexington, Kentucky A Highway Fit for the National Register

Project Partners

Commonwealth of
Kentucky,

Transportation Cabinet
Bluegrass Tormorrow
Lexington-Fayette County
Urban County Government
City of Paris

Bourban County

Federal Highway
Administration

Fears thai o reml wydening

of

18

o ordinary rao-lane I'|'_|_:-I'|'-.'-.':l._ Paris

ke 15 the tree-linesd “main street

Ol Hl'll'..l_ Ky I3 |_l|.|:_"__'|.|'\-'\. ¥, J R
conniry, Flanked "-':.' pristine thi -r|'|'.:!=_|'|l1r:'.i
race horse tarms with hand cratted stone
walls amd fens BL, ind o I"'g—'\. |I|'|-_f'\-\._ I|||_'
pike, also knorarn as the 1 |"-.'i|'!_':rn|' Rooad.
15 actually eligible for the Maoonal
1 EEister of Historic Places, 5o in 1979,
when |'|' ans were dewviel Julk 1 oo widen a
| 2-mule sirerch of che stave road connect
1 [ EXINETONn ||-_: -"I||'H._ i'\-||:-:'\-;_"l'\.. T LR T i
and preservanion advscares filed an
ILUNCEON AZALnst s Constrcrien

What |":.,"'!_'.'.|'| LR ||.|II':' .:-:':'.'.I_'-_'“ ||I-\.'
state [2CYT, property owners, and historic
sidvocates has resulied 20 years later —
im a new Paris Pike thar enhances ehe
region while significantly improving safery
and capaciey. Ths was not an easy process,
and it s remarkable o many of the key
stakeholders that it has
even happened. The
legacy of the road can
be seen in i Innovative
desigm but, more impor
iy, in 4 new cormmua
nity-oriented proces that
the Keneucky THOT
which is offacaally named
the Kentucky
Tramspartation Cahinet
— is now wilizing an
road projects eliewhere
in the swace.

Chince a sleepy coun
try road, Paris Pike had
sepn i rraffic volumes
seeadily increase o about
12,000 cars per daw les
owo lanes were pieoud
esque bur dangenous, and
there were frequent acci

Phalny CAnstne dmas

dents and facalities on the

read. “Safety was the number one con

= . P
cern,” one resident active in the project

reported. It was the one thing waare

could apree on” What sakehalders could
w't agree on was what to do about iz,
Lack of trust was an important hundle
o overcome. For example, opponents of
the moad widening did nos believe the
state’s traffic counts,“*T hew gust didn'
want the trathe to be there! said Henry
."'|||.'\.|!I-\.'.:" a resadent who s SOMECEmES
ralled the “lord mavor of Parss Pike™ and
plaved a key mole in the imjunction and
the wlipmate settlemens, 1t was Alexander
whio came up with an 1dea o break the
stalemate: get the .':'.':1|'-'||'1ir:.' o rake the
counts, For eight hours a day for sax days,

|'|:_" |'\'|'| 15

s A :_"' r::p- s Sal 'H.||_|-_'—I_"| --_|_|-_'
counting, and ultimarely atfirming the
stares nuimbers,

After a year lomg process, partners
wiorked out a unigue “Memoranduwm of
Understanding” between all the pan
that suppored the roads wideni

forth ground rules for it basic desi
mures, the public design process, and the
rale of the sk torce selecred o guide the
process. A landscape archivect would
develop the design with the assstance of
an engincer experienced in scenic roads,
[he public was w be invalved " the
maximum pracrical exeenc” The settle-
ment Llifved the injunction, and its tme
liness was reinforced the nexe day when
there was another tatalioy on Paris Pike
['he design process, which began in
1994, imwalved an extensive analysis of the
lamdscape and culmiral resources along the
road with an equally extensive public
participation process, complete with
meetngs, newslenters, bus tours and
even h i:. ricles .|I||_II||_| Larinis =0 :_'|.||,||'|;:.
owners and interested people could see

tor themselves the detals of what needed

v . y Y I | |
& II.|II|" morE [me Fu '-'|I|I'r.'.:.' ] I"].'?.'I.']?'I-.: T _I'ln'r'J“Ir'

relationships, the less time it takes on the other end

— lean Scall,
farmer diracior of Fluegrass Tamormaw



fofn: Chmuiize dmey

reeni-faree Farse ke hefore 1y ATAEHEN

tr be preserved. “We Liverally walked che
entire road.” said landscape consultant
Chrisiine Amos, “1f the oad moves, it s
movang in response to a cultural resounce,
3 natural environmental or topographs
teature or landscape. We waneed to take
the task force and other parties out w that
I|1l':.' conld see '.'.'|'| 1T W% -._w.'_" I«.h.,'
descnibed. Another innovation: electronic
polling was used during property owner
'.'.|!TL'\-|'|:TI-§ [y CesE d-_'l-|_5,l|| :|_-_'!iq,'\.||-._ Whth
each owner voting with a kevpad, results
were imimecdiately displayed on a screen at
:|||. IIIl.'|'.'II"'_|_" |'|'|"i fIT |_'-_‘l a ]ll: ;|-._i|-..\,'|_|-.,

son gquickly, while identifving problems

that truly needed more exploration.

he final design is a relatively simple
ane that meets the guidelines contimned in
the AASHTO Greenbook, and respects
the local context. The existing road

became hall of the new road, bur racher

Carewip Towirs with cown

AHiEy W the
provess el e fh
feadures thar wapded i be

Photo: Eenducky TnSpovatien Caber
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AREES SHMEEEET,

“When we get through we will have a betier road,

a prettier road, one that flows with the |IJJF.'e!I'ir'rr_|'.I:'. -

Bab Wisemar, Uiidce aff i Mayer Oy of Lexinglon

1 commpieied section of ke o shows the l||'|.1':. Bndy reso fanes fo plas fivregronind.
WTIRY 4 vartafile wadeh median. three freer Jrender f I""I-' o i e adiisend
1 (i

|

ww i1 e right of the phato) were preserved, iodien graaninols awd

SHEPAAN® EHE l.l\..'_.l 1D A '\-:T!I..".\,'.
than just adding rwo more lanes, 2 variable
SOIMICTIes
bBecoming so wide and following an

width medan was nsed

chrrely different contour that the new
lanes are not even visihle from the old
road. In this way, the road detours around
significant trees and landscape feamunes,
and follows the contours of the land
rather than the tmdivonal extensive
grading to make the land fir the road.

Stoncmasons were brought in from
Scotland o train local arcsans how to
relocate and replace the drv-laid stone
walls. Guardraik are made of wood. and
new bridges are of stone, like the walls,
{rrass shouwlders were selected owver |
macadum. and median crossovers [wide
encugh to sccomtodate U-turns by

Contacts

Cliffard C. Linkes

Chief District Engineer
Kentucky Department of
Highwaws

(G08) 256-2355

horse vans) limic the need for intersec
CRCHINS

As phases are completed, Pars Pike s
untolding as a unique rueral road amd
will continue to reveal itself as the kand-
scape matures. As Henry Alexander purs
it, “The real impact of the mad will be

felt 15 years from now. Every aspect of Henry Alexander

=

Paris Pike Advisory Task Force ]
(60A) 209-4449

the road is going to say that it was all
worth i
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Merritt Parkway,
Connecticut

Project Partners

Connecticut Department

af Transportation
Connecticut Trust for
Historc Preservation
Faderal Highway
Adrminkstration

Greater Bridgeport RFA

Sauth Western BEPA

Connecticut Soclety of

Architects

Cannecticut Histarical
Commission

An adk TEOFy rewmmmiitter frelped
desipn a puandsail thar was more

approprate fa i jpaarienaTy
Rertorer cooifeat

Contact
Carl Bard

Connectlout Department

of Transportation
(BGa) 50&-3274
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Historic Roadway Gets a Community-Backed Facelift

palt i ehve lare 1930s, the Mermic

Parkway is o 38-rmule parkway

incorpoesting a series of historic Art
Deco bridgpes and whitewashed service
SEACIOTS _|].:|||: its hueav ||' wosoded route
Though it was comsidered a national
madel for its time, by the late 19805 the
parkway’s bridges, signs, and other feamires
were in need of Fesioranon, vsge wWas up
by G0L000 ears a day, and eraffic statistics
h:p-*m'd an average o1 Qne aci ident CVETY
eight howrs, To deal with the wolume and
safery issues, the Connectcut Department
of Transportation propesed the addition of
scceleration and deceleradon lanes

Spurred by public concern over the

proposed changes, and by the parkway’s
s equent
listing on the
marional Hegrister of
Hi'\-\.rl'l"l_' Flaces 1y
19971, then-
Lannecticat DT
Commuis-stoner Emuil
|'|.j.|;|\..,l_'| |_||'I'l.'|'|'||.'-\.:. d
working group con
gisting of architects,
preservationsts, and
his top management
sgraff to develop road-
way and landscape
design pidelines 1o
balapce L|J|]:.| '\..il.l.".'..
:n..l_‘l INERITICENATICS

restoration while peeserving the road’s
historic character. The group comimas
sioned a historic documenmarion study of
the parkwsy, formulated guidehines bor
i||'||,'| OEITIETIES, and comuiss oned a land-
scaping master plan and a bridge restora
don smdy The working group also
desigmed a wood guardrail to replace the
steel guardrail wsed on the parkway,
These etforts have guided parkacy
improvement, & maintenance, restoraion.
and preservanion program divided the
roadway into segments and phases for

Hefore IS, ey _.l||||.'..|.]|.'- pEedominaicd

restoration. Work has been completed on
':l'"' !;“..,h'u,".l. |1r|_::iq,'|_"_x 1T EareeTwie II JI:I.I
Stratford, rewns located at the 'l"'-'.*"""'"'."“
opposite ends, &n advisory commimes of
Connecticut DOT personnel and public
;||':|'| .'I'.'”."'."Ir tnkeEresl !_'_'-\.Il_ll'-'\-\. FEWIEYWS ally
parkway-related activities, including land
scape character, bridges, mechans, and the
poadside, Community groups and individ
wal property cwners are on __{.I:_qtul as the
'|'\-|'|.'|x-;,'|,‘| r|'|.ll\.|.'|l.:l'|' w-q_'!_ﬂljl_‘ljl,t o HEE Gn I'.III\.'.
For safety considerations, srceleration
and deceleration lanes were added, but the
design attempted w use the mainimum
length suggested by the AASHTO)
Greenbonk, making the interchanges
more consstent with averall dewgn of dhe
Foad., .||,'-\.'||.'-\.‘|II'||.?_ tes Connl YR
l:"n-11|'ri~.;|-c'|r|-:'r_|i||'. Sullivan. The changes
also reduced traffic congestion at parkway
exits by 25%. A rock removal and land

R.l',|'i"\-:\.' mEInEEnan

& pPrOgram was wstiented
to make room for langer :'1|_‘_|'|'. foon grass
|,|,:|'-|'=1-'--'|'||'.|'|-.|:'.'- .|'.|:|'-!: ths ]:.I-Il'-h'a:-.
Traffic accidents have been "ugnifi-
cantly reduced.” according to Jeff Scala, a
senior engineer at Connecticut DOT An
effor 15 now underway to establizh a
Merritt Parkway Conservancy, a pulblic-
private partnership that would Fecalitane
parkway projects and raise maney for the

I« Ng-Lermi mainienance of et gRL Rl

“The Merritt Parkway project taught us how fo balance safety
I I L - .:'

fmprovements with the .|-rr.‘|rrlr.'lu:-'jn"~ r-.x,r-‘:'f.f.r.'r'ﬂ.'l‘i_|'~:'I presereation.

[t has changed our whole philosophy.™

lim Sullvan, Commissioner, Conmectical Deparfment of Trarspotation
(=

Con=
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State Transportation Initiatives: The Times Are
Definitely Changing

As these case studies indicate, 2 new ethos is beginning to emerge
that recognizes roads as a staging ground for improved community
livability. Increasingly, state highway departments are looking at the
multiple purposes a roadway can serve bevond just transporting
someone or something safely from here to there. They are also
i !'i'.‘l'.'il'l[-_'{ that road projects offer an 1:-|‘.-|‘:-|'-r'1|_|r|'i1':..' to enhance a
commumty's attractiveness, build ixs local economy, preserve its
i character, and provide for the comfort and safety of its inhabitants.
Consequently, the importance of roads that are taillored to the
environments they pass through is being emphasized. State DOTs

LIS T, fume Beach, Flarida now. are re-cxamining their design standards and learning thar they have

the flexabilicy that allows for this more community-responsive
tucking and fitting. And as this new ethos begins to spread, new
state DO policies and programs are starting to spring up that
CnCourage mnovations like the ones in this haak and allow for ore

ambitous new Projedcts. o

OrHueE o nExf fatish
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Wonene Sreees, Tatateariee, Florida

“State DOTs. ..
paving the way
for people-

friendly places.’

23

Florida

Irs hard to believe thar not too '-l'[.x L)
the Florida J]l.'l.l.l.'llll".'ll: of Ti ANEOrTALRCE
L S |.L'|| CELE &0 Y .'|:'!_'|."'|‘| "_"‘\-Hl{l"!_- T
Tallahassee's Monroe Street, it main
street. Thar same FOMOT i now an
cxcellent example af a state THOT char i
Commuitted o paving the way Lor |.:r.'l.l_.'-|l:-
frieadly ||:__._ es with it new T TANEPOTTaTIGn
Dhesign and Livable Comomunities policy.
[ carey out these principles, a new
chaprer is being prepared for FDOT s
Plana 'I:'r._-||;||_||__n|' Manual, with details

o appropriate techniques and guidelines
for their application, and on how existing
!.:I.Ill.ll\.'ll:il."\- cam be .Il\_iJ.I.'ll.l.'.j [0 QCC CITETI
date cominunity livability needs in differ-
Enl EnVIRMIMEnT.

The Jdepartiment huas also |_|-_--.-_-|-_||,u_-._| d
Public Involvement Tra Ming r"ll'l;..'l-'lll'l uril
wand ki oo '|-,-'|'| tacilitane ¢ OETLINEICY
UL, A collaborative Ipproac I b I.l:.'.ll-
HLnag and evaluarion i ¢ |'|-.':ll.||.'|;.‘:l.":1. with
diverse local and stave .|;q.'||q.i'.'~ '.'-l.::'k.ll'__x
I:l!.;l.'l||l:| with citizens. & livable commu-
nities coordinator he ||."x ensure thae the
woirid s Eeng our on thess new trans-
portation opPoriimnes [his mew sensitiv-
ity o commmuniny context has led oo
FIOTYS parusering with entities like
Flarida's Departinens of Comomaniry
Adfairs, State and Environmmental
Protection, the Florida League of Cities,
and the Florida Main Sereet 1’Il'~_..1l.'| 1.

[hie Treasure Coast Repion al
Planning Council 1= working to revitalize
the US 1 corridor in Palm Beach Couaney
Omnice che major east coast acces: from
narth o souch Florda, US 1 5 @ agang,
detericransd st 1P still sized to “rush
hour” capaciny. Along a 15-mle expanse,
seven cinies and toems, most of whom
TEEAET |.L'.|||'\. :| ..1 a9 ITRALD Srresr have _|| -I:':'|i
it creating 1 comprehensive plan oo trans
form each of their pars of US 1 oo cen-
tral |li seed, and downsize the road accond-
i':.'_|':.. For more informarion, consult the
councils web gite at waww.ier pC.OTg.

f ']
{ her e I}

Oregon

The State of Chegon s offen viewed as an
mcubator for new planming practices, and
gy followed suic. In fact, a5 a result of
the collaboratve efforts of Oregon DO
and the staie’s Department of Land
Conservanon and Development, Orregon'
1 CARSPOTEIR0n amid Groswth r-.‘.......;; el
Program was estabhshed m 1993 The
purpose of the program 15 to promaote the

I bErraiaea ol ErAmsparialian and land use




planning v foster the development
of compact communities that sup-
port walking, bicyeling, and transi
use, Through thas program, O]

helps local governments develop

communiry-iriendly transportaton
soluricas by provading grants, “guick
respoanie’” pechinical assistance teams,

publicancns, and an outre

b o
gramt that includes workshops, part-
nership development and maining
for pracutioners. For more informa

oy, e the program website at

woww lod state.or s ssues tgmweb
A new handbook, Main Soeet.,
When A Higheay Bons Throggh L

15 the Tramportation and Growth

Management Program's Latest tool

for cominunities, produced through

nt e partment partner and the
Crregon Downtown Development
Association, Main Streets that are
alice state highways are prevalent in
Orregon. The handbook’s purpose
shows how trathec can be accommao-

clated

m such central sreers while

preserving an atiractive, sife, and
econarmcally healthy enviromment
that weltomes pedestrians and
CACOUTARES 1A !':. FCEIVILIES :IJ_II.

enhance the life of the communin

Maryland

h_'.'l-rr\-.'nl "'-1_. the success of is 1998
national conference, “Thinking
Bevond the Pavement,” the Mary
land State Highway Administration
s changing the way it does business,
1998, M53HA has embarked
wpon and compleved abowr a dozen

COMNTEXT-S8 T8I0V E |,|-'_'-._!_'|| pruect

Snce

r'||-"||'\-.1"!_-'| on I,'f.'u':'-; where stane h

WWAVE FETVE &5 IILALL SIDOCLs, ATtert .I'-.

=

and scenic bywivs: 22 e projecks

ire currently underway, as are staff
traiming ethorts, agency -wide.
Mlaryland is one of Gve states that
ire implementing model context
sensitive design programs,

ST Tharasir s Mo PR ]

o cometiinairy i an New fesep

Governor Parris Glendening
SCES CONTEXT Scadilive rmad ||-r--.:_|;|| as
'I1'.-.'.|_"""|| tor the srate’s Far n.'.u'|'.:|'|-,:
“snart growth”™ policy because it
tacuses pepcwed attention on
*'.:';"!5.:I|'|-.'|||r|..'_ EX1ENINGE CENpers of
develapent. The new podicy has
rripled Funds for ¢

UL prpects from &8 mil-

HTLTTELIRLIRY

TN C1a

lioi o $24 |||||'.|-.-||.'.|'||:|||__'|| the
Meighbsorhood Enhancement

J"Il.:"._'\,lul.'-l anid the "l.-1:|':.'|.||'u| htaie
'|:||:_'||'.-.|'. Adimnstration, While

:_"'.'ull:l\.'l GITE TS I'I'- O -

SChsiive -.|.-.'-|!_:|| .I|'|'-'i__'||-. are cur

tently wcorporated into all projects
as much as possible, it is anricipared
that by the 2l of

sitivie design wrategies will be a for-

M1, context-sen

M part ol all FEpects of the AECTNC
work. For more information, and for

(RVHLE

tals related to the “Thinking
Bevond the Pavernent” conference,
se¢ the ||-.'|1.|:I|||-.'||'.'- wel sibe At

W 'hI 1 date II'III LIS

New Jersey

As the most densely settled state in
the mation, New Jersey 15 leading cthe
way back from highwayv=driven

spraw] amd congestion with state-

wide transportation inigiacives in
both traffic engineering and transic
Fhe MNew Jersey Department of
lmunsportation has inrtlated conoext
semsitive design eraining, not anly

Wi ST ar r oo al pant

for ks own staff, bat also for _-:|.-.i-
nesring consultants, county engi
mEErs, commmunity activests, and
mayiors throughour the scave. Thew
have also commssioned the creation
of a flexable cdesign standards manual
for highway design.

Frosm A Eransit PULECL Lve, III:\.I.II

e |.l':|III'."'|:'\-|IIL'|| £

has recently
the last 15 vears, over §7.5 ballion

has been "'\-l"';.'i'l L8] L1y SE |L'II.|I.'|.|'

l\."\'l‘l.l mil, and cf T e I|-| il N .'| ¢ wtate s

E'-i'!'\ll'lll.'l.'l .'..|| AL Ilu.l: il' I:'I.'

Late DALUFs by compeoting raal com

panies into one seambess transat
system. logether, these connections
'.I]'\-!E.'=.'|l"=~ AN WG ||:.'||'. raal
limes will result in an interconnected
rail nerwork with over 170 stanons
serving the majoricy of state pes
dents, This hupge investmesnt, which
I'I.ii I'!l\."'!_i'll"'! [0 OVEFCOMme seary ol
neglect of mansit in favor of che
highway network, has led the way
for a new program *Trarsit

Fnendly Communines” — to part

ner wakh local COMAIrtiunicacs Lo
mmiprove pedestrian and bicycle
access o train stanons, and make
them foca paimnis fiar mrew des r_'|_.|_|
ment and community revitalizarion,
A model stattons and shelters pro
!;r.ln' B n the |'|""- WCsE il l_|'_"'._'\l|_||,;|| 4
2l tram stations and providing inne

i T s "'\-I'".'IEI\.'I"'\- SLaeyy II\.I'.'.

23



Iy

Getting the Show on the Road

1.  Gel oul “on the street.” Take a

walk around the community

Oibserve what kinds of activibies
B T |||'|l_' .|||:I'l_' EilE SITEEL
and roadway - in downtown,

in residenrial areas, around
parks, and other publbc spaces,
w1 historic and nataral scemic
arcas, Are people comfortable
crossing the streett Flow tast 1s
_|.|'ii. "':|'.'I|'|=_'- Are there ITiany
peaple arcund? W hat valued
histeric, cultural, o environ-
menral resources exist® Talk to

people, and ask them what

works and what dossn'’t work
;_|||_'|_.I_ '_':::; ||| T | SEEn 0o r!1-.".r
sugmoeations, Through thas

|l.'l.:li. (=1

vou will develop a better
understanding abour how a
place operates and bow it can
ke amproved.

Sesk out partners. Transpora

DN agencies, COImUnLTy

organizations, business owners
lescal efhcials, and other public
agencies should work wogether
o develop eliot their ideas
collecereely, and provide mnoowal
support, lnvite members of
cach of these constituencies o1
A tour ar site visie af an existng
or propossd project, hscuss
waaws of working together 1o
plan, desgn, and mplement a
project, Resch
members of the communiey

out to other

and VO ol al e e seTalalavies
ro get them on board and drws
upon thear skills and fnancial

TEsDLTEES

Thinking Beyond the Pavement

*Thinking Beyond the Pavement.” a nadonal conference held in Maryland in 1998 (see page 23),
reached consensus about how to best integrate transportanon facilities with communities.

A project that achieves
excellence in transportation
design:

* gatisfies che purpose and need.

+ js 2 safe facilioy,

* is im harmony with the communiny
and preserves envirommentl,
srenic, aesthetic, hstoric, and
narral resouree values of the area.

s imvolves ethicient and effectve use

ol resources

¢ 15 built wdth minimal disrupion oo
rh.: -,11r||:||:|.|.1|:|j|!':.'.

» 5 seen as having added lasting
value tor the communiny

« pxcepds the ex;:—uLuli.u:L'-\. of

L|.r".1|::||-:'r-. J:I.i.‘l lEJ.khTI:I.‘UI.dl.'Ii.

Excellence comes from a
planning and design process that:

s pepahblishes 3 muln ||1'--:'i'|'\-|1r|.|r'-. Ledam.

s seeks to understand che landscape,

commumnity, and valued resources

: 1

|;-|..-|.; are soime '._l..._|__':'_~.. o st 1n :1|:'\-I_'i-::|: ] |'-|.'|:'|"|‘:'|.'|.'-:'|'|'|_:‘; |‘I'l:'l;.’_‘.'.ll"| I.|I.I'.

will also help create transportation and community partnerships:

Develop a shared vision for the
project. Addres the funore
needs of the community and of
I,||'q,' I_"i.ll'\-'l'\'.l.'l.ll'.ll:: ARETILY .:"".
working together from the st
specity shor and longer-term
:_-l'\-_||'-_ mmediate actons steps,
and adgdinional pariners Seek
WIS [k SOIE '__'r.||:|.-"||x. LAVE
TS -\.||":'-'.|.'|:"\-_ .|I'.‘| '.|‘|-'I'|r'.|‘.'. A
range of tunding sources that
1110 |_;|_' % j_l_.||_:::; 0 LR SO
naty, to the transportanan
agency, or oo other pubbc part
SEFLICELITE TosT
reviewing and giving feedback

MEFS. SE1 Up a

an the project 45 it progresses

Get the word oul. Before ever
the smallest actavity takes place,
let the community know whats
abour wo happen. Tell the press,
send out pewsletters, hald mees-
g, and even ser up a web site
Establish a commumnity liaison to
reach aut to basiness owners

and others o keep them abreast

al what’h happening, help them

invidves stakelolders in
dﬂ'r'ln]'.-mg the seOpe al work.
tailors the proces to the
CICCLIINSEAnSes,

secures comumitment from tog
agency officials and local leaders.
makes communication open,
honest, =arly, and continuwous,
tailors the |'-|.|':'\-'||.:' involverene
Process o the ipe ifir project.
uses a full range of tools w
communicate alternatives



i,

.Il\.||l.l"\-| their activities |.|=|I|,||;|+'._

and better understand the
wliimare benefits of the project
"-.1 l\- SLITE :I::'\. 15 e O &
continuous bass and encm rags

III'-ILII'uLII.I\.Ill..

Be Mexible. Be ape:

I Lk TIEW

[ T4 |I'I.| ey

cach environment has s oam
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About Project for
Public Spaces, Inc.
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“The simple needs of automobiles
are more easily understood and
satisfied that the complex needs of
cities, and a growing number of
planners and designers have come fto
believe that if they can only solve
the problems of traffic, they will
thereby have solved the major
problem of cities. Cities have much
more intricate economic and social
concerns than awtomobile traffic.
How can you know what to try
with traffic until you know how
the city itself works, and what else
it needs fo do with its streets?

You can’t.”

— Jane Jacobs

“The Death and Life of Great American Clities”
Fintage, 1961




